




























































































































































GLORY OF GOD, 77 

tions of it, " I exceedingly fear nnd quake." 

It is, therefore, certain, that bis prayer was 
not for brighter displays of visible splendor, 
nor for more majestic forms of moral legis­
lation. Sinai iLself had not shaken more, 
when the thunder and the trumpet p_ealed 
loudest and longest, than Moses did, when 
that radiance enshrined the-person and pavilion 
of Jehovah. 

What then ·did Moses mean by the Glory 
of God 1 Now, whatever be meant, God an­
swered his prayer by making "all his aoon­
NESS pa.;;s before" him. Goodness is, there• 
fore the real and chief Glory of God. Ac­
cordingly, the vision of that paternal glory 
unfolded as fully as the vision of judicial 
glory. " The Lord. passed by bejol'c hitrz,, 
and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord Qoq, 
merciful and gracioWJ, lo11g-wffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth." 

All this is so like the mild and lovely spirit 
of the first promise, and of the patriarchal 
covenants ; and Moses was so pleased with 
this gracious manifestation of the divine cha­
racter, (for the moment he saw it, " he made 
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80 GOODNEBS1 THI?. -

of the law there shull no flesh be justified," 
in the sight of God. AH justification or 
righteousness says Puul, " is freely by His 
grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus." This, however, is not all that 
the apostle says. He declares thut the luw, 
ns well us the prophets, is a ,oitness to the 
munifeslntion of " the righteousness of God 
without the lnw :" yes, u witness to the truth 
and freeness even of that righteousness of 
God, which is by tho faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all, and upon nil them thut believe, 
Rom. iii. 21. Thus the law testifies to the 
grace of the gospel, as distinctly and fully 
as the prophets ; lending all its thunders to 
proclaim, and all its lightnings to reveal, the 
way of justification by faith, just as nil the 
prophets lend their harps to do so. Indeed, 
it is as much intended to send sinners to the 
cross for salvation, as lo drive them away from 
itself. Hence, Paul says, the law is our 
" Schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that 
we might be justified by faith." Hence also 
his triumphant answer to the question, "Is 
the law against the promises 1 Godfo1·bid !"









































































































































150 DIVINE COUNSELS 

We return to our pince, with n new lone of 
body and spirits. 

Well; the vnried air and scenery of nature 
are not more intended and adapted to renow 
bodily health, than are tho varied spheres of 
benevolence to promote mental health. '.rhoy 
cannot, of course, give pence to tho conscience,. 
nor hope to the soul, nor cnn they implant 
holiness or grace in tho heart; but they can 
put us in the best way and spirit for judging 
wisely, of the divine sources from which these 
spiritual blessings are obtained. The direct 
and natural influence of seeing want or woe ; 
of aympalltinng with them ; of trying to alle-
1Jiale them, is, to soften tho heart-to mal<e 
the judgment sound-to induce reflecti,m, and 
by it to awaken gratitude. On coming homo 
from such a walk or visit of usefulness, we 
shall have something else and better to think 
about, than tho .fluctuations of our own per­
sonal misgivings of heart ; and shall sit down 
to our Bible, or kneel down in our closet, with 
thoughts and feelings which the gospel is 
adapted to meet and gratify, and which God 
can sympathise with, and tho Holy Spirit work 
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ADCUT PRAYER, 157 

surface, to nil who look nt il with their own 
eyes. But, the DIVINE MIND! Wbnt is the 
influence of prayer on its giving frame? 

Now, whatever it be, ohe thing is certnin; 
God does not comfort nor sanctify the prayer­
less. Whatever else He do for them, npurt 
from being asked,-tliis He does not. All the 
unasked-for mercy or grace, which He exer­
cises towards sinners, hos; for its first object, 
to render them suppliants. Whenever He is 
"found of them who sought Him· not," He is 
found ns an accusing Judge, and not as a 
consoling Father, in the first instance. Even 
in the extraordinary case of Paul, until be 
began to pr!}y, no assurance was given to him 
on the subject of his own pardon. He was 
called before; but "lite hope of his cal/i11g" 
·come nfier. These are facts-whatever be the
philosophy of them.

Now the general reason is very obvious :­
the final object of the divine purposes, being 
the restoration of the soul to the divine image, 
and thus to eternal communion with God, the 
first 13tep towards that object cannot be other­
wise than by prayer. Nothing else could be 
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INDWELLING SIN. 201 

And now, what 11sc ought we lo make of 
Paul's example and experience 1 Some make 
a 1oicl..-ed use of them ; employing them even 
to excuse nctunl sins. Poul does, indeed, soy 
of himself, " the evil I would 1101, llwt I do :"

but not even the effrontery of the infotunted 
men who apply this to palliate their own vices, 
would dare to insinuate that his wish to be 
sober, ended in drunkenness ; or that his wish 
to be honest, ended in fraud ; or that his wish 
to speak the truth, ended in falsehood ; or that 
his wish to be chaste, ended in crime ; or that 
hiR wish to be ben�volent, ended in selfishness. 
Antinomianism itself, has not the hardihood 
to charge this on Paul, nor yet to suspect him 
of it. Whatever he may hn.ve felt of the 
1vorlcings of the flesh, he did not do " the 
works of the flesh," nor "live after the flesh." 

In like mo.oner when be says, "what I 
hate, tlial do I," no one can point to anything 
hatejitl, which Paul indulged after his con­
version. He no doubt both did n.nd said 
things which he hn.ted; for he bated nil sin: 
but we might just as well say, that be com­
mitted all sins, as say that be Jived in the in-
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